
 

NLD BBSRC DTP - DOCTORAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT FUND 
(DCDF) 
 

BBSRC recognises that due to the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic, students graduating from DTPs 

in 2022 (and in 2021) may not have been able to participate in training and career development 

opportunities that ordinarily would have been available to them. 

The Doctoral Career Development Fund (DCDF) will support DTP2 candidates and recent graduates to 

build on their doctoral research, PIPS or CASE placement or any other training they received in their 

BBSRC DTP studentship to: 

• Develop new lines of research for Fellowship applications 

• Explore new interdisciplinary research and innovation collaborations 

• Explore the application of their doctoral research and/or training beyond academia for economic 

or societal impact in other sectors.  

The training may take place either at the host organisation for their doctoral degree or at an external 

organisation from any sector. 

Eligibility 

To be eligible to apply for a DCDF Award, applicants must have been funded by NLD BBSRC DTP2 and 

have submitted their PhD thesis on or after 1 January 2021, or have an expected submission date 

before 30 September 2022. 

Awards 

Awards will be made via a series of Post-Submission Scholarships (Intern, Impact, or Academic 

Development). The Scholarship will cover a stipend at UKRI rate (£1,300 per calendar month in 

2021/22). For graduates, the Scholarship will provide a salary at the relevant postdoctoral grade. Please 

contact us at bbsrcdtp@liverpool.ac.uk if you have graduated and would like to make an application.  

Awards will allow successful applicants to develop additional technical skills, or mentoring or networking 

opportunities; write up and submit research papers to enhance their CV; prepare fellowship 

applications; develop interdisciplinary knowledge and foster future collaborations through impact 

placements, or gain new skills by undertaking internships which might build on an earlier PIPS or CASE 

placement (or substitute for a PIPS or CASE placement that was unable to go ahead).    

Intern Scholarships 

Support for students to spend time with an organisation outside of their University. Internships offer 

the chance to demonstrate the broad range of skills developed through research and support 

employability. Any contribution made by the host organisation would be viewed favourably in an 

application. 

 

Impact Scholarships 

Either directly or indirectly, many research projects lead to significant societal benefits or 

commercially viable products or services. Research groups are not always able to investigate the full 

potential of their findings. The Impact Scholarship allows a research student time to investigate any 

such potential benefits. The funding only supports the research student’s time, any additional 

resources to support their activity would need to be in place at the time of applying for the 

Scholarship. 
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Academic Development Scholarships 
The Academic Development Scholarship supports a research student to write, or revise, high-quality 
publications that may determine their career path. Please note: this will only be appropriate if a 
publication will contribute to a specific career goal e.g., a fellowship application, in which case, the 
applicant should clearly state how the publication will contribute to their career prospects. Additional 
activities which could support this career goal are also encouraged such as mentoring opportunities, 
networking, additional training (e.g. bioinformatics or modelling training), or advanced skills 
development. 
 
 

Applications 
For applicants who are in the post-submission period, the panel will consider applications for up to 6 

months funding for any Scholarship. However, it is anticipated that typical awards will be shorter (up 
to 3 months) in order to maximise the number that can be supported within the funding period. For 
applicants who have graduated with their PhD, the panel will consider applications for up to 3 months 
funding for any Scholarship. 
 
Applications can be submitted at any time up to the scheme closing date of 1 September 2022. 
Applications will be assessed on a “rolling” basis to provide a response within 4 weeks of submission.  

 
Please note that the funding period expires on 31 December 2022. For example, a student 
who wishes to apply for 3 months funding would need to submit their thesis by the end of 
September 2022 at the latest.  
 
All Scholarships applications will require the support of the student’s supervisor. Students may apply 
for more than one Scholarship but a maximum of one Scholarship will be awarded to each student. 

 

If your application is successful, please note that payments will not be released until your thesis has 

been formally submitted. 

 

Reporting 
This will depend on the length of funding awarded, as follows: 

 
If 3 months funding is awarded, one midway report and one final report will be required. 
If 6 months funding is awarded, reports at months 2 and 4, plus one final report will be required.  
 
Reports will be reviewed by the DTP’s training coordinators (one per partner University). Completing 
an application confirms that you are happy to provide the required reporting.  
 

Review of applications 

Applications will be reviewed the NLD DTP Management Board and scored against the following criteria: 

 Clearly thought through activity that is well articulated 

 Consideration of the anticipated impact on the applicant’s career development 

 Consideration of the opportunity for training and development of skills 

 How the activity enhances training received during your studentship 

 

 



 

APPLICATION FORM 

Please click on the link for the application form.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScju2gy5bfnn-U0cLrYRfuqPJ6NAg12XWMymzfYJd8PTFSiWw/viewform?usp=sf_link

